
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 11th 2010 

Headline Figures: 

·  Total revenue �  800 million (2008: �  844 million), Net revenue �  630 million (2008: �  664 million). 

·  Operating profit (EBITA*) �  45 million (2008: �  53 million). 

·  Profit after tax �  20.4 million after �  11.7 million restructuring (2008: �  38.8 million). 

·  Operating margin 5.6% (2008: 6.3%) - (EBITA* on Total Revenue). 

·  Operating cash flow �  52.3 million (2008: �  34.5 million), cash conversion 104% (2008: 74%). 

·  Earnings per share �  1.14 (2008: �  2.16). 

·  Proposed dividend: �  1.00 per share payable in stock or cash (2008: �  1.15) reflecting pay out ratio 

of 88% (2008: 53%).  

·  Business re-alignment, improved costs structure and cash management create platform for long 

term growth.  

 

Grontmij’s Vision 

Making our daily working and living environments more sustainable.  

 

Grontmij’s Mission 

Grontmij’s mission is to be the leading European sustainable design and management consultancy for the built 

and natural environment. 

 

Grontmij’s Domain of operations: 

Delivery of technical solutions and/or organisational capabilities to improve our clients’ performance in 

sustainability 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

 

 

 

Key People: 

As from 12th January 2010, the Executive Board consists of Sylvo Thijsen, CEO, and Mel Zuydam, CFO. 
Together with three new Group Directors they form the Group Executive Committee based in headquarters in 
De Bilt. 
 
Executive Board 
 
Sylvo Thijsen - Chief Executive Officer (50), Dutch 
Sylvo Thijsen joined Grontmij in 1984 and worked in several roles in various parts of Grontmij in the 
Netherlands, Belgium and Germany.  In 1995 he was appointed as director of ‘Advies & Techniek’ and in 2001 
as a member of the Executive Board.  He was appointed CEO of Grontmij (and Chairman of the Executive 
Board) in 2003. 
 
Mel Zuydam – Chief Financial Officer (48), British/Dutch 
Mel Zuydam joined Grontmij in 2009 as Chief Financial Officer.  Prior to joining the company, Mel held a series 
of senior appointments in a variety of industries.  Immediately prior to joining Grontmij, he was Chief Financial 
Officer and Commercial Director of VT Nuclear Services and before this, he worked as Group Finance Director 
of England and Wales’ Highways Agency. 
 
Group Directors (forming Group Executive Committee) with the Executive Board) 
 
Gert Dral (54), Dutch 
Gert Dral leads the Planning & Design business line and is also responsible for Denmark, Sweden, Hungary, 
Turkey, as well as countries where Grontmij is looking to build its presence such as China. Since joining 
Grontmij in 1976, Gert has held various management positions; the most recent of which as Managing 
Director of Grontmij’s Netherlands operations and also as Chief Operating Officer covering the Netherlands 
and Belgium.  
 
Ulf Palmblad (44), Swedish 
Ulf Palmblad is responsible for the Transportation & Mobility business line along with the Netherlands and 
Belgium. Ulf has overseen the impressive turnaround of Grontmij’s Swedish business since joining the 
company four years ago as Managing Director of Grontmij in Sweden. The programme of change has included 
restructuring and changing the business model and improving performance of the 800+ people working for 
Grontmij in Sweden by e.g. focusing on a cohesive company culture, underpinned by knowledge sharing and 
a business mind-set.  
 
Lawrence Hughes (56), British 
Lawrence Hughes is responsible for the Water & Energy business line and also oversees the United Kingdom, 
Ireland and Poland. Lawrence has proactively driven Grontmij’s expansion in the UK and Ireland since joining 
the company as Managing Director in 2002.  He has overseen the regional operations’ extensive organic 
growth as well as a number of strategic acquisitions which boosted turnover to over � 100 million in 2008. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country Managing Directors 

In addition to the appointment of the Group Directors on January 12th, Grontmij has made a number of 
appointments at country managing director level to ensure that the company has the right strategic leadership 
required to steer the company through the current economic situation and the next five year period. 
 
Leif Bertilson 
Managing Director, Grontmij 
Sweden 
Since joining Grontmij in 2005, Leif Bertilson has held various management positions; the most recent of 
which as Division Manager for Transportation. Leif has a proven track record of achieving increased turnover 
with higher margins, by focusing knowledge sharing underpinned by a business mind-set. 
 
Hubert Habib 
Managing Director, Grontmij 
The Netherlands 
Hubert Habib joined Grontmij in 1995. In 1998 he became head of geotechnical engineering department for 
Grontmij Advies & Techniek. He has been promoted through the company and most recently held the position 
of Managing Director Grontmij Transportation & Environment in the Netherlands. Hubert brings with him an 
international wealth of technical and managerial expertise to the role. 
 
Søren Larsen 
Managing Director, Grontmij  
Denmark 
Søren Larsen, who joined Grontmij in Denmark in 1992, has held a number of positions within the company 
both nationally and internationally.  The most recent of which was as the Business Unit Director of the Project 
Management and Building divisions in Denmark.   
 
Lawrence Hughes 
Managing Director, Grontmij 
UK & Ureland 
In the UK and Ireland, Lawrence Hughes will maintain his role as Managing Director into 2010 with continued 
support from Roger Pyle. 
 
Roger Pyle joined the business in 1982.  Originally a water engineer by background, Roger has progressed 
through the company and became a board director in 1993. Roger is currently Operations Director and has 
specific responsibility for Health and Safety. 
 
 
In other countries, Country Managing Directors remain the same and are as follows: 
Belgium: Jan Bosschem 
Germany: Bernhard Schierenbeck 
Poland: Maciej Chrzanowski 



 

 
 
Key Projects: 
A selection of our projects per business line can be found below: 

 

Planning & Design 
 
Planning and Design (approx 45% of Total Revenues) covers services such as environmental management 
and design, urban planning, building, construction, land use, leisure and landscaping – everything which 
influences the places and spaces within which people live and work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Transportation & Mobility 
 
Transport & Mobility (approx 25% of Total Revenues) covers services such as mobility management, roads, 
railways, tunnels, waterways, traffic management systems and airports – all elements of enabling mobility and 
movement.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Timeframe: Completion 2011 • Timeframe: Completion 2010 

• Timeframe: 2010 - 2014 • Timeframe: 2011 - 2014 

 
• Design documentation for 

1.280km bridge  

 
 

 

Speed Measurement - NL Nørreport Station - DK Schiersteiner Bridge - DE 

Varta Pier - SE Academic Institute - PL Commonwealth Games - UK 

• Timeframe: 2010 - 2014 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Water & Energy 
 
Water & Energy (approx 30% of Total Revenues) covers services such as water, waste, waste water 
treatment, sustainable industrial processes, renewable energy – all of which are linked by the types of 
processes inherent to the work we do. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Further Information 
 
 
To access the images contained in this Press Pack – please visit the Image Database on our website: 
Grontmij Image Database 
 
For further information or to arrange an interview with a key representative of Grontmij, please contact: 
 
Grontmij N.V., Suzan van Nieuwkuyk, Company Secretary & Director Investor Relations,  
T +31 30 220 75 39. 
 
www.grontmij.com 
 
 

Water Frameworks - UK Windfarm in Egypt  

• 5 year frameworks 

 
• Area’s first wind farm 

 

Production installation - BE 

• 13 month contract 

 


